God said, “Let the water teem with an abundance
of living creatures.”
(Gn 1:20)
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Third Sunday of Easter

Canticle of Zechariah_

Affirmation Prayer…
Jesus Christ is our life: come, let us adore him,
alleluia!

_

Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will
make you fishers of men.”
(cf. Mt 4:19)

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia!

All: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he
has come to his people and set them free. He
has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of
the house of his servant David.

Hymn

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies, from
the hands of all who hate us. He promised to
show mercy to our fathers and to remember his
holy covenant.

Meter: LM

The waters of our mother earth,
Her rivers, oceans, lakes and springs,
Are mirrors to the depths of God—
The freshness at the heart of things.
Our sister water, wondrous gift,
Can cleanse and cool, destroy and drown
The mistress of both life and death,
Through her all living things are bound.
Her currents held the Lord of life,
Abyss of death, baptismal tomb.
With blood she came forth from his side
As breaking waters from the womb.
O Christ in whom we are baptized,
Washed clean, refreshed, and sanctified:
Be praised for this our sister fair
By whom we live, in whom we died.
Psalm

90:1-2, 14-17

I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold
of the temple toward the east.
(Ez 47:1)
The great catch of fish signals the fulfillment of
God’s promise of salvation, carried through the
centuries by the people of the Old Testament. The
water from the side of Christ, the new Temple,
spreads out into the life-giving river in which all
things live, and the catch is plentiful for the new
“fishers of people.”
O Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to the next.
Before the mountains were born
or the earth or the world brought forth,
you are God, without beginning or end.
In the morning, fill us with your love;
we shall exult and rejoice all our days.
Give us joy to balance our affliction
for the years when we knew misfortune.
Show forth your work to your servants;
let your glory shine on their children.
Let the favor of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands,
give success to the work of our hands.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Word of God

Ezekiel 47:9-10

Wherever the river flows, every sort of living
creature that can multiply shall live, and there
shall be abundant fish, for wherever this water
comes the sea shall be made fresh. Fishermen
shall be standing along it from Engedi to
Eneglaim, spreading their nets there. Its kinds of
fish shall be like those of the Great Sea, very
numerous.

This was the oath he swore to our father
Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our
enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy
and righteous in his sight all the days of our
life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to
prepare his way, to give his people knowledge
of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn
from on high shall break upon us, to shine on
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of
death, and to guide our feet into the way of
peace.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Intercessions

_

In joy we pray:
R/ You are our life and our salvation!
You sent your disciples to fish the seas of the
world for new believers: may our lives of faith draw
many to put their trust in you. R/
You pour forth the life-giving waters of the Spirit on
all parts of the world: may many find fullness of
life in you. R/
You call for new laborers in the work of the Gospel:
may the Church be blessed with eager and faithful
workers. R/
Personal intentions
All: Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be
done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.
O God, your gift of life is abundant beyond all
understanding. May we whom you have called to
life in Christ be willing servants of the Gospel so
that we may share with others all that you have
given to us in your goodness. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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Reading 1

Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41

The high priest demanded an explanation of the
Apostles. ‘We gave you a formal warning’ he said
‘not to preach in this name, and what have you
done? You have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching, and seem determined to fix the guilt of
this man’s death on us.’ In reply Peter and the
apostles said, ‘Obedience to God comes before
obedience to men; it was the God of our ancestors
who raised up Jesus, but it was you who had him
executed by hanging on a tree. By his own right
hand God has now raised him up to be leader and
saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of sins
through him to Israel. We are witnesses to all this,
we and the Holy Spirit whom God has given to
those who obey him.’ They warned the apostles not
to speak in the name of Jesus and released them.
And so they left the presence of the Sanhedrin glad
to have had the honour of suffering humiliation for
the sake of the name.
Reading 2

Revelation 5:11-14

In my vision, I, John, heard the sound of an
immense number of angels gathered round the
throne and the animals and the elders; there were
ten thousand times ten thousand of them and
thousands upon thousands, shouting, ‘The Lamb
that was sacrificed is worthy to be given power,
riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory and
blessing.’ Then I heard all the living things in
creation – everything that lives in the air, and on
the ground, and under the ground, and in the sea,
crying, ‘To the One who is sitting on the throne and
to the Lamb, be all praise, honour, glory and
power, for ever and ever.’ And the four animals
said, ‘Amen’; and the elders prostrated themselves
to worship.
Gospel

John 21:1-19

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was
by the Sea of Tiberias, and it happened like this:
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael
from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two
more of his disciples were together. Simon Peter
said, ‘I’m going fishing.’ They replied, ‘We’ll come
with you.’ They went out and got into the boat but
caught nothing that night.
It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the
shore, though the disciples did not realise that it
was Jesus. Jesus called out, ‘Have you caught
anything, friends?’ And when they answered, ‘No’,
he said, ‘Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll
find something.’ So they dropped the net, and there
were so many fish that they could not haul it in. The
disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ At
these words ‘It is the Lord’, Simon Peter, who had
practically nothing on, wrapped his cloak round him
and jumped into the water. The other disciples
came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish;
they were only about a hundred yards from land.
As soon as they came ashore they saw that there
was some bread there, and a charcoal fire with fish
cooking on it. Jesus said, ‘Bring some of the fish
you have just caught.’ Simon Peter went aboard

and dragged the net to the shore, full of big fish,
one hundred and fifty-three of them; and in spite of
there being so many the net was not broken. Jesus
said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of
the disciples was bold enough to ask, ‘Who are
you?’; they knew quite well it was the Lord. Jesus
then stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to
them, and the same with the fish. This was the third
time that Jesus showed himself to the disciples
after rising from the dead.
After the meal Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these
others do?’ He answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know I
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A
second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do
you love me?’ He replied, ‘Yes, Lord, you know I
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look after my sheep.’
Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ Peter was upset that he
asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and
said, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know I love
you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.
‘I tell you most solemnly, when you were young
you put on your own belt and walked where you
liked; but when you grow old you will stretch out
your hands, and somebody else will put a belt
round you and take you where you would rather not
go.’
In these words he indicated the kind of death by
which Peter would give glory to God. After this he
said, ‘Follow me.’

Men of St. Joseph Prayer
All: St. Joseph, help me to be like you. Help me
to be obedient to the teachings of the Church
and faithful to God’s commands. Help me to
patiently endure my cross each day. Let me be
a model of holiness and a pillar of virtue. I
solemnly promise to embrace God’s will and I
accept the challenge to work tirelessly for my
family’s salvation. Be my guide and companion
on this journey. St. Joseph, terror of demons,
pray for us!
Prayer for the text used with permission
of Magnificat

